3 8                   JOHN HENR Y NE WMAN               CHAP, i
alternately dark and bright, but when I divest my mind of flurried fear, I think I may say I have advanced much more, and much more quickly and easily, than I had expected.' This was in July; in August he writes to his brother Frank :
August
Here at Oxford I am most comfortable. The quiet and stillness of everything around me tends to calm and lull those emotions which the near prospect of my grand examination, and a heart too solicitous about fame and too fearful of failure, are continually striving to excite. I read very much, certainly, but God enables me to praise Him with joyful lips when I rise, and when I lie down, and when I wake in the night. For the calm happiness I enjoy I cannot feel thankful as I ought. How in my future life, if I do live, shall I look back with a sad smile at these clays ! It is my daily, and I hope heartfelt, prayer that I may not get any honours here if they are to be the least cause of sin to me. As the time approaches and I have laboured more at my books, the trial is greater.
At the same date he writes to one of his sisters :
I try to keep myself as cool as I can, but find it very difficult. However it is my duty not to 'take thought for the morrow/ I cannot think much of the schools without wishing much to distinguish myself in them ; and that wishing much would make me discontented if I did not succeed; and that is coveting, for then we covet when we desire a thing so earnestly as to be discontented if we fail in getting it; I will not therefore ask for success, but for good.
Meanwhile his application to his books, which had recommenced with such vigour in the Long Vacation of 1819, was 11                    now almost an absorption by them; he gives a retrospective
l>. |                     account of it in a letter to an Irish friend, written in 1821 :
During the Long Vacation of 1819 [he says], I read nearly at the rate of nine hours a day.    From that time to my examination in November 1820 it was almost a continuous 11                    mass of reading.    I stayed in Oxford during the vacations,
got lip in winter and summer at five or six, hardly allowed $                    myself time for my meals, and then ate, indeed, the bread of
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